
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 11-13 

1 Samuel 11 - The attack on Jabesh-Gilead & Saul’s response 
 

v. 1-3 - Nahash the Ammonite attacks city in the nation of 
Israel’s territory.  The inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead send 
message to Saul and other tribes. 

 
v. 4-7 - Saul hears of the situation and is angry.  He 
dramatically calls for the nation to unite to defend their 
brothers on the west side of the Jordan 

 
v. 8-11 - Saul leads Israel to decisive victory 

 
v. 12-15 - The people reaffirm Saul as their king.  The 
doubters are silenced through this event. 

 
1 Samuel 12 - Samuel’s farewell address 
 
 v. 1-5 - Samuel reminds them of his faithful service and integrity 
 
 v. 6-13 - Retelling of Israelite history to current day 
 
 v. 14-18 - Blessing for obedience, consequence of disobedience, Thunderstorm gets their attention 
  
 v. 19-25 - The people respond, Samuel’s final charge to nation 
 

- The nation of Israel now has a human king rather than the LORD alone as king. If the king and the people 
continue to follow the LORD and His ways, there will be blessing and peace, for in that way the LORD will remain 
their king.  But if the king or the people turn away from obeying the LORD, He will be against them. 

 
- God is looking for a people that will trust Him, love Him and obey Him.  Not a people that think they know better 

than Him or want to go their own way.  True of Israel then, true of us now. 
 
1 Samuel 13:1-4 - Saul’s reign.  3000 special troops selected. 2000 with Saul, 1000 with Jonathan, Saul’s son. They 
begin to have victory over the Philistines, just as the people had hoped their king would bring to them. 
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1 Samuel 13:5-8 - The larger group of soldiers assemble to face off against the Philistines.  The soldiers begin to 
scatter and hide.  Apparently Saul had been instructed by Samuel to wait for him 7 days. 
 

Q - Can you relate to the anxiety that builds when you are facing a deadline while things around you are 
starting to fall apart?  What do you think Saul is feeling as he sees his soldiers begin to “scatter” (v. 8) 

 
1 Samuel 13:9-10 - Saul decides to make the offering himself.  After all, what difference does it make?  Isn’t an offering 
to the LORD still being made?  As soon as he does, Samuel arrives, within the 7 day period he said he would. 
 
1 Samuel 13:11-12 - Saul’s reply and reasoning 
 
1 Samuel 13:13-14 - Samuel’s response.  Apparently God was willing to make his king-based covenant with Saul, but now 
that would not happen.  
 

1 Samuel 15:22 - Samuel said, "Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 

 
God’s desire for a king was that the king would have a heart devoted to God.  Remember the qualifications for king: 
 

Deuteronomy 17:19-20   19 "It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn 
to fear the LORD his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and these statutes,  20 that his heart 
may not be lifted up above his countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or 
the left, so that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.   

 
1 Samuel 13:15-23 - Israel prepares for battle ( more info on this in 
chapter 14) 
 
1 Samuel 13:19-22 - because there were no blacksmiths in Israel, 
none of the soldiers had swords or spears, except Saul & Jonathan.  
Usually the Israelites would go to Philistine blacksmiths, but that 
obviously wasn’t going to happen in this case. 
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